[Occlusion repair or occlusion loss? Results of preliminary treatment as the starting point].
Epidemiological data confirm that the number of elderly with an impaired dentition is increasing. The treatment of patients with an impaired dentition should be focused on maintaining oral function during life-time. However this goal is hardly achievable because of the complicating factors in an impaired dentition. This article describes the Nijmegen Dental School approach in the treatment of impaired dentition and stresses the importance of the preliminary treatment in order to answer the question whether restoring or extracting teeth is the most appropriate treatment modality.